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Blog Entry 2 Sharing a Slice of Life, with friends
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There have been surprises in Japan for sure. Two weekends ago [ made the journey
to Goshogawara with my friends.

We made our own pizzas in a stone oven, each choosing our own ingredients. Then a
curious thing happened. When the pizzas first began arriving at our table, one by one, my
friends began cutting up and handing out their creations to the others at the table. I know
[ am from Canada, and we think of ourselves as polite people, but this was something that
surprised me even.

We had each made our own, but we were sharing and enjoying each other’ s creations,
whispering or shouting “Umai!” to each other.

We even split the bill after, because we had all enjoyed each other’ s pizza
This sharing, and enjoying of each other’ s “cooking” and company surprised me and

made my stay here in Japan a little more pleasant.

Thanks for reading,

From Rokkasho, with love “Thomas Clay—Smith
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[ first came to Japan four years ago as an exchange student in Tokyo. During my year in
Tokyo, I made many friends. When I decided to come to work in Aomori, I asked my
friends living in Tokyo what Aomori would be like. | asked them what was famous and |
asked them what Aomori had to offer. Everyone’ s answer was apples. It was really the
only thing they knew about Aomori.

Nowadays, I often talk to my friends from when I studied abroad. They always ask me
about my life in Aomori. They ask me if I like living in Aomori and they ask me a lot about
what I do in my free time.

My answer to them is always the same. I tell them that I love Aomori. I think that is one
of the prettiest places in Japan and when | have time [ try to site see as much as
possible. After, I show them my beautiful pictures of Aomori. Here are some of the

pictures I have taken while working and living in Aomori, please enjoy!
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Blog Entry 5 Rokkasho, did you know...?
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Blog Entry 7 Happy New Year Rokkasho—mura!
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Hello! My Aomori New Years was interesting and very different than my usual one.

My fiance’ and [ went to Aomori city to celebrate the new year. In Rokkasho, it would be very quiet. We assumed the big
city would be busy and lively.In Vancouver Canada, the city is busy until New Years, then it quiets and goes to sleep.In
Aomori, it was the opposite. Our friends from the KIS, Phil and Rachel joined us in the city, but there was nothing to do.
All of the temples were closed, as were the bars and restaurants. The only things that were open were konbinis and a
karaoke bar. After several drinks, and walking in the frigid winter air, we went to the karaoke bar. Food, singing, and more
drinks, and we were out on the town at 11 pm. Still, no one around, no parties, and NOTHING open. After asking several
people where the fireworks show would be but no one knew. In Canada, there are always fireworks displays, done by
people in their backyards or done by the city. At one konbini, the worker gave us two bags of fireworks and sent us on
our way... for free! Sitting outside the shinkansen station, we lit the fireworks, drank our canned champagne, and
toasted the new year. Once our friends were back in their hotel, my fiance and I walked back to our hotel and could see
the party starting. In Aomori, the party doesn’t start until AFTER midnight. [ wished several people a very 'yoi otoshi ol
stopped by a temple and clapped our hands twice, then back to our suite. Aomori was partying but I was too tired. And

that, was my first Japanese New Year.

From Rokkasho with love, Thomas Clay-Smith 20124 1 B 5 H
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Uniqlo
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Uniqlo, Fifth Avenue, New York

Happy New Year!

Today, I will write about the Japanese clothing store Uniqglo. Correct me if I am
wrong, but I am pretty sure that all Japanese people like Uniqglo. Clothes there
are relatively cheap, are of a high quality, and the stores are almost on every
corner. During the New Years, I traveled to New York City. I went to museums,
shopped, and did a lot of site seeing. It was really fun. However, something
really surprised me. Everywhere I went I saw Uniqlo could be seen. People
carried shopping bags that one side the word Uniqlo was written and while on
the other side you could see Hello Kitty'’s face. The turnstiles to enter the
subway had Uniqlo’s advertisements on them and inside almost every subway
car you could see a Uniqlo advertisment. Right now there are two Uniqlo’s in
New York and one in California. In a few years, I think that Uniqlo will have a
great presence in the United States and that all Americans will know of the

store.

From Rokkasho With Love,
Mike

January 19, 2012
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From Rokkasho with love, Sangmi®¥
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Good afternoon Rokkasho! How was your weekend? Mine was certainly interesting. On Saturday
morning, at 8am, I went to the Gym across from the PR centre. Now, on a Saturday, | normally
wake up at 10 or 11. 1 like waking up late. But, this morning, [ had a competition. For the last month
and a half, [ have been part of a “tug—of-war” team. We have club meetings every Wednesday and
Friday, and Saturday was the big Rokkasho tournament. I was nervous and excited. We lost our
first three bouts, but my club, Hiranuma B ‘heyo’ club, won our last match. We were so happy.
After a group—hug, we went our separate ways. Some stayed to watch Hiranuma A club do their
best, and some went home. After the tournament, some of the club members went to Misawa for
the night. I went to my first onsen, relaxed in an izakaya, and sang Canadian and American songs
in a karaoke. It was so much fun, and very Japanese. | will never forget my Saturday. How was

yours? Thanks.

From Rokkasho, With love, Thomas Clay—Smith
20122 A 14 H
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